materially to a better knowledge of nosology and therapeutics, and thus the sciences of anatomy and physiology would arise. The prevention of disease would also be an instinctive consideration, and hygiene would be developed. These, then, nosology, therapeutics, and hygiene, are the kernels of medical science. M. Renouard adds two other branches, orthopaedy and phrenology, as completing medicine, which he defines to be the science that has for its object the preservation of health, the cure of disease, the physical perfection of mankind. A more comprehensive, but not a more concise, definition might be adopted than this ; but it is sufficient for our present purpose, which is to inquire how this object can be best attained.
The works before us sufficiently indicate tbe agitation of the professional mind on this point. These examples taken from several such, mark the characteristics of the present epoch of medicine. They prove that the professional mind is bent upon a fuller development of medical science and practice than has been yet recorded in the world's history. Like straws on a deep and mighty current, they show its direction and course. The resolution is evidently taken, that there shall be a fuller investigation of theories and principles ; a higher appreciation of the transcendent importance of medicine; a more systematic attempt to concentrate all human knowlege to work out its objects, regardless of prejudices and dogmas.
We shall, therefore, take these works as text-books for our purpose, and proceed to draw such lessons of experience from the past, as may enable the profession to work out more successfully a nobler future.
Looking upon the panorama of medical history, we find it divided into two great periods, each in one degree the counterpart of the other. The one extends from the Greek origin of the science to the irruption of the Saracenic tribes, and is complete in itself, inasmuch as it comprises the first rise and extinction of medical science in Europe. Just as the knowlege of Asia and of Egypt was extinguished in passing over with empire to the Greeks, so the knowlege of the latter passed over to the victorious Arabians, and Europe sunk into barbaric darkness. This period continued until the age of renovation, which began with the fall of Constantinople, the immigration of learned Greeks into Italy, and the culminating point of Saracenic power in the fourteenth century. This second period is, however, as yet incomplete, inasmuch as the extreme point of development is not yet reached. In all other respects, it may be compared with the first. It had this advantage, however, that it commenced on a wider basis than its analogue. The accumulated knowlege from which the science of the first period was developed was imperfect, because the sciential records of the mystic age antecedent to it, were confined to an exclusive priesthood and a hieroglyphical language, and much, therefore, of Asiatic and Egyptian learning was lost to the Greeks. They began science almost anew, and transmitted their accumulated knowledge to their successors in a living language, and a language most perfect and rich. It was also expounded to them by men of acute and polished minds, who read and spoke the language in which it was written. This was an immense advantage; it was the advantage which the student with a master possesses over the student without a master. Nevertheless, the powers which guided the development of medical science in the two periods, the obstacles which 89 arose, and the methods which were adopted to overcome them, were the same in both. We shall, therefore, move through them on two parallel lines, and not consecutively with M. Renouard. We shall, however, adopt some of our author's rules of procedure as set forth in the subjoined extract.
" Celebrated physicians influence the progress of their science and the value of their art, not by their writings only, but by their oral teaching, their character, and their conduct. Their lives present both models for imitation, and faults and stumbling-blocks to be avoided. Often also the primary education of a man, and the circumstances in which he is placed, explain the turn of his genius, and give the key to his successes or reverses. For all these reasons, 1 have not neglected to properties. They never defined fever, with Galen, to be a heat contrary to nature fixed in the heart, or, with Asclepiades of Bythinia, an acceleration of the motion of the blood, caused by obstruction of the pores ; they simply said, fever is an affection which manifests itself by acceleration of the pulse, increased heat, and sometimes thirst. These definitions were termed hypotyposes. M. Renouard discusses the question, whence the rational or philosophical empiricism arose. Some authors, he observes, thinks that it was a deduction from the doctrine of the Sceptic or Pyrrhonian sect: Galen was one of these. We have observed, that the methods adopted by different philosophers have all a foundation in Nature. We generalize instinctively, but we observe instinctively, too, previously to the generalization. Plato adopted the process of generalization only, and thought truth was to be attained by the intellect alone. Aristotle adopted more decidedly than his master the other part of the mental process, namely, observation. But the knowlege attained by this process is never stationary; the process is continually repeated, and new observations and generalizations correct the preceding, and show their imperfection. This renders the truth of our generalizations doubtful, and the exclusive adoption of this part of the mental process (the scepticism) characterized the sect of the Pyrrhonians. Now it appears to us, that the Empirics adopted all the three stages of mental action into their philosophy; w ith Aristotle they observed, and inferred (autopsy and theorem) ; with Plato they generalized, and inferred (theorems and epilogisms) ; and with Pyrrho they doubted both the accuracy of their observations and of their generalizations. The doubts kept them within the bounds of common sense: in short, they appear to have been the truly practical men of their day ; to have adopted the methods best calculated to attain to a true natural history of disease, and to improved therapeutics, and they may be taken as the best model for imitation by the moderns to be found amongst the ancient sects.
We quote the following interesting remarks by M. Renouard; their application to our own times is manifest:
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ence demonstrated the uselessness of dialectics in the advancement of medical science."
Empiricism was active for a century and a half; it then fell, and its fall was complete. It was altogether banished for ages, and its name became a synonym for ignorance and pretension. But Hitherto, however, the division of labour has been almost fortuitous; anything like a system is of modern growth, and is to be found only in committees of investigation, which have arisen out of scientific societies. What is wanted in the medical profession is, that the whole body shall be organized, with a view to a systematie division of labour in practising the art, and advancing the science of medicine.
The author of the article in the ' Westminster Review' has attempted a sketch of such a systematic organization. Setting aside the plan for a union of the members of each " grade," in one or two central colleges, he proposes the assimilation of all grades in local colleges, for the purposes of self-government and scientific research. He argues that this principle of assimilation is already acted upon in the social unions of the profession ; in the Medico-Chirurgical Society for example, and other societies of the metropolis; in the Provincial Medical Association, and other societies of the provinces ; and that this principle is the only foundation for a perfect organization of the medical profession, because it has been found that, while all others have utterly failed, this only has been found to be attended with any degree of success, or can theoretically combine the different branches into one body. It certainly is necessary that the principle of association and systematic division of labour should be better carried out into practice, and local incorporations of the profession would be a good and substantial basis for the purpose. 
